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Map Description
This map depicts the spatial distribution of forested land by ownership type for the conterminous United 

States. The underlying data were collected between 2012 and 2017. It updates a map product depicting 

forest ownership in 2009 (Hewes et al. 2014) and follows the same methods, but adds a new category for 

Timber Investment Management Organization (TIMO)/Real Estate Investment Trusts (REIT) ownerships, 

which were previously included in the Corporate category. This map is intended to support national- and 

regional-scale planning and analyses and is not intended for use at the subregional or local scale. Map 

accuracy varies between ownership categories and regions, limiting its use for local or specific decision 

making.

The ownership data underlying the distribution are primarily from USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory 

and Analysis (FIA) data, which consists of plots distributed across the landscape at about one per 2400 ha 

(McRoberts 2008). Supplemental data from the Protected Area Database of the United States (PAD-US) 

were used for federal and state ownerships (USGS 2018). Ownership designations were extrapolated to 

the landscape using Thiessen polygons, which were then restricted to areas considered forested based on 

NLCD Tree Canopy Cover (USGS 2014) and FIA estimates of forest area per ecoregion and state (Hewes 

et al. 2017). Inset maps (below) show the percentage of forest land in each state owned by a particular 

ownership category. Darker colors indicate that more of a state’s forests are held by that ownership type, 

but not that it necessarily has more forest by area in that category.

Projection: Albers Equal Area Conic

Datum: GCS North American 1983

Central meridian: -96

Latitude of origin: 37.5

*Family includes individuals,

families, trusts, estates, and

family partnerships.

**Other private includes 

conservation and natural 

resource organizations and 

unincorporated partnerships 

and associations.

Non-forest

*

**

39%

15%
5%

1%

27%

7%

2%3%

ownership

Family

Corporate

TIMO/REIT

Other Private

Federal

State

Local

Tribal

< 1%   1–4%   5–9%  10-19% 20-39% 40-59% 60-79%  ≥ 80% 

Scale bar and legend apply to all inset maps. 
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Data Sources
Forest ownership was derived from FIA plot data (2012 – 2017); TIMO and REIT classification of FIA points was 

refined by data from FORISK and expert opinion. Federal and state ownership data were augmented with data from 

the Protected Areas Database of the United States (USGS 2018), and polygon data representing the depictions of 

American Indian Land Area Representations are provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (U.S. BIA 2019). Forest 

and nonforest areas were determined from applying a threshold per ecoregion in each state to the 2011 NLCD Tree 

Canopy Cover data (USGS 2014) to align estimates with FIA estimates of forest area in that ecoregion. The

geospatial data that were used to create this map are available for download (Sass et al. 2020).
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Map Disclaimer

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service has developed this information for the 

guidance of its employees, its contractors, and its cooperating Federal, State and other agencies. It 

is not responsible for the interpretation or use of this information by anyone except its own 

employees. The use of trade, firm, corporation, or association names in this publication is for the 

information and convenience of the reader and does not constitute an endorsement by the 

Department of any product or service. This product is reproduced from geospatial information 

prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. Geographic Information System 

(GIS) data and product accuracy may vary. They may be developed from sources of differing 

accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation, or incomplete while 

being created or revised. Using GIS products for purposes other than those for which they were 

created may yield inaccurate or misleading results. This information was released on the indicated 

date. The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace GIS products 

without notification.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
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